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To every one of Tomamae, goodbye and thank you.

For the past 3 years living and working here has been an
amazing experience. | have so many wonderful memories
of Tomamae that | don’t know where to start to remember
them. When [ first arrived here | was only 22 years old. |
couldn’t speak Japanese or understand what people

said. | learnt to read, write and speak Japanese thanks to
you all. Everyday | would hear people, see kanji and try
communicating with people. My life would not have been
so great if it wasn’t for all of you to help make it so. | have
experienced so much since living here. Every day atf school
teaching your children was such a great experience. Even
though | won't be a teacher in the future, | now know how
hard ajob it is to be one. I have a lot of respect for all the
teachers working here in Tomamae. Communicating with
your children was definitely a highlight of my time here. | will
never forget their smiles and energy. Outside of my school
life I also experienced so much. Every year | participated in
the Tomamae town shrine festival by carrying the Mikoshi.
Joining the yosakoi team was also a highlight of my time
here. When | return to my home country | would like to
continue dancing yosakoi. Participating in the town Engeki
was another wonderful experience. There are many more
fantastic memories that | hold about Tomamae and | will
never forget them. Thank you all for allowing me to make

my home here for the past 3 years. | hope 1o see you again.

Wayne Bennison
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